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From Fr. Joe 
While it looks like August will 
conclude with a blast of heat 
and humidity, the Summer has 
had some milder stretches.  
Guess that means there’s 
been something for everyone.   
I hope you and your family 
have had the chance to enjoy 
some Summer renewal and 
relaxation.  I hope you’ve had 
the chance for some spiritual 
renewal as well.  
As happens every year, Fall’s 
busy patterns and familiar 
routines pick up as Summer’s 
solstice slips away.  Don’t get 
caught up in Fall’s mad rush!  
We’ve got some great things 
planned this fall at Holy Spirit 
to help you draw closer to the 
Lord Jesus and live the 
Christian life while we feed 
your hunger for Word and 
Sacrament.           
Our parish has refreshed our 
bulletin and website to make 
information available and easy 
to find.   Our parish website 
will also feature a dedicated 
faith formation portal which 
will include a wide variety of 
information, resources and 
linked materials to help you 
share faith with family and 
friends or explore your faith 
more deeply.    
LIFT, which begins in 
September, will lead us on a 
journey of the Seven 
Sacraments.  Parishioners of 
all ages are welcome to join 

HOLY SPIRIT CAPITAL PROJECT UPDATE: REFOCUS 
With the generous support from our 
community, we raised $ 330,000 in 
gifts and pledges.  Although this is not 
enough to build Spirit Hall as it was 
originally planned, the Facilities 
Planning Committee remembers that 
our community, from the beginning of 
the Master Plan process, has expressed 
a need for more meeting and gathering 
space.  Our Facilities Planning 
Committee has been working with our 
architect over the last several months 
on ways to address the need for space 
while working within a new, smaller 
budget.     

To meet our community’s needs, we 
have developed a revised plan which 
seeks to reconfigure the way we use 
existing space in our Parish Center to 

provide for a large meeting room on 
the first floor.  The Facilities Planning 
Committee invites all members of our 
parish and school community to attend 
a presentation on our revised plan on 
Tuesday, September 22nd at 6:30 pm in 
the school gym.       

Please take this opportunity come and 
learn the details about this revised 
plan.  If anyone who made a gift or 
pledge feels this revised plan does not 
meet with their expectations, Fr. 
O’Brien and the Committee offer them 
the opportunity have their gift or 
pledge revised or returned or to be 
released from any pledge obligation.    

Some work has been done.  One item in 
the Master Plan was to update the 

Welcome to a new year of faith 
formation at the Church of the Holy 
Spirit! At Holy Spirit we are committed 
to lifelong faith formation for all 
people. Our parish faith 
formation process is called Living In 
Faith Together, LIFT, and it has 
something for everyone. The 
centerpiece of LIFT is our Gatherings. 
Our Gatherings are part of a seven year 
sequence of topical themes from the 
Catechism of the Catholic Church. 
Gatherings are offered monthly, which 
meet seven times between September 

RETURNING TO 
SACRAMENTS:  
LIFT ENCOURAGES REFLECTION 

NEW! NEWS NOTES 
PARISH EFFORT TO REACH YOU 

The celebration of any sacrament is a 
new beginning to be lauded by the whole 
parish community. As we begin our next 
faith formation cycle there are several 
new things springing forth:  
 A new parish bulletin  
 a new parish website  
 a new faith formation website  
 new ways to receive reminders 

about what is happening  
 and new parish staff!  
We begin publishing our parish bulletin 
with a new company in late August and 
with it comes a new look and new layout 
of information. You'll still find the 
readings for the week and Mass 
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LIFT NEW YEAR CONT’D. 

Remember not the former things, nor consider 
the things of old. Behold, I am doing a new thing; 
now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will 
make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the 
desert. Isaiah 43: 18-19 

and April. They begin with a simple community meal 
which gives people time with family and friends. After 
an opening prayer, we break into age appropriate 
groups to explore the current session topic 
more deeply. There is a group for families with grade 
school children, a group for middle school students and 
a group for high school students and their parents 
along with middle school parents and other 
adults. Each monthly Gathering is offered three times 
so as to accommodate the busy schedules that people 
have today. Everyone has the opportunity to select that 
session which best meets their need.  
This year’s theme is The Seven Sacraments. All parish 
families with school aged children are expected to 
attend our LIFT Gatherings. Essential to our LIFT process 
is our Sacramental Preparation process for First 
Eucharist and Confirmation. Immediate preparation for 
reception of the Sacraments, along with 
our LIFT Gatherings, provides the greatest assurance 
that we are forming our young parish members is the 
life of the Church. We also offer bible study that 
meets on Wednesday mornings and a prayer group 
meeting that meets on the second Monday of the 
month. We are very excited about a new, vibrant Faith 
Formation website that we have begun building. Like 
everything in our LIFT process, the website will have 
something for everyone. There is information about our 
LIFT Gatherings and online registration, connections 
to resources for your spiritual and personal growth, 
activities for children, and announcements of activities 
at Holy Spirit. Log on and let us know how the website 
is either meeting your needs or give us suggestions on 
how we can improve. Check out the "Faith Formation" 
tab at www.holyspiritchurcheg.org.  
Our faith is what sustains us in everything that we do 
and everything that life brings to us. Here at Holy Spirit 
we are committed to providing everyone with 
opportunities, either at Church activities or online, to 
grow more deeply in their faith. All are WELCOME, 
come and join us!  

  

intentions listed--everything 
you'd expect, but organized 
differently for easier 
discovery. Father Joe's letter 
will appear on the front 
page and parish staff will 
take turns offering a column 
inside the bulletin to keep you on the edge of your pew!  
Our new parish website seeks to more closely resemble 
the new bulletin and will be a handy resource 
for information on the go, as it is mobile-friendly for our 
smart phone users.  
Our new faith formation website seeks to offer more 
interaction than its predecessor, When you visit the site 
you will find access to ideas for sharing faith at home, as 
well as videos and articles for enriching their your faith. 
New articles and features will be added three times a 
year and each month we'll post our LI FT archives so you 
can refresh and renew your understanding. of the 
sacraments when you've missed LIFT because you are 
sick or out of town.  
While we have emailed reminders to families for a long 
time, in the past year we began testing and using 
Flocknote, a service that sends reminder texts. Consider 
using this feature to stay up-to-date on Holy Spirit 
happenings and join us in making our parish a more 
vibrant reflection of the Body of Christ alive in our 
community.  
If you haven't yet met Eddie Trevino, introduce yourself! 
Eddie sings in the choir at our 4:00 Mass and will be 
available on Sunday mornings to get to know you better 
so we can work together to continue Christ's mission of 
love and service in East Greenbush and beyond!   

-Maria Collins 

PARISH TECHNOLOGICAL  
COMMUNICATIONS CONT’D. 

our Faith Formation team and facilitators for  monthly Gatherings on Monday, 
Wednesday and Sundays beginning in September.  (A note:  when planning your LIFT 

night, we will be offering LIFT on Monday and Sunday only in September, October and November… please listen for 
more news later.)   
And our Facilities Planning Committee, after meeting with our architect and consulting with the diocese, has some 
news to share on some exciting directions for improvements in our building that meet our needs for additional 
gathering and meeting space that are within our budget.  
We have some new staff members to introduce to our community.  There is much to read about in our newsletter.     

FROM FR. JOE CONT’D. 

http://www.holyspiritchurcheg.org./


NEW COORDINATOR OF PARISH 
LIFE FOUND SINGING IN OUR 
CHOIR; CAN’T WAIT TO MEET YOU 
Eddie Trevino started as Coordinator of Parish Life at 
Church of the Holy Spirit in July. A native Texan, Eddie 
earned a Bachelor of Music from Texas State University 
and went on to earn a Master of Music and a Master of 
Sacred Music from Southern Methodist University. He 
has served as music director at churches in North 
Carolina, Texas, and Virginia since the late 90’s. He went 
on to earn a Master of Theological Studies from 
Southern Methodist University and completed courses in 
Liturgical Studies / Sacramental Theology at The Catholic 
University of America in Washington, D.C. 
In 2010 Eddie and his wife, Kirsten, were received into 
the Catholic faith. A former ordained Deacon in the 
United Methodist Church, Eddie’s journey home to the 
Catholic Church came through reading the Bible, the 
writings of the early church fathers, and the study of the 
Church’s Sacraments. Eddie states that “Holy Scripture 
should be one of the most important aspects in one’s 
faith. The Bible is not just a book, but a library of history, 
poetry, letters, and gospels. When one reads the books 
of the Bible they should be read as a whole in order to 
understand the fullness of their message.” Eddie also 
states that, “The liturgy and sacraments of the Church 
are also central to the faith. All of the sacraments have 
their origins in scripture and have been passed down by 
the tradition of the Church for two thousand years”. 
Eddie’s favorite aspect of working for the Church is 
getting to know people and working together with them 
to bring others to Christ and his Church. 
In addition to serving at Holy Spirit, he also teaches at St. 
Joseph Central High School in Pittsfield where he teaches 
Hebrew Bible, New Testament, and Latin. He believes it 
is important to teach not only what the Church believes 
and does, but why. Eddie resides in the East Greenbush 
area with his wife, Kirsten, and their two hilarious basset 
hounds, Tank and Ella. 

  

NEW YEAR: NEW ENERGY: JOE SLICHKO SAILS INTO PRINCIPAL’S OFFICE 
Joe Slichko joined our community in July 2015 as principal 
of our school. Prior to coming to Holy Spirit School, Joe was 
a math teacher, department chair and Dean of Academics 
at La Salle Institute before most recently serving as 
principal at St. Augustine School in Lansingburgh.  

Joe has been married to his wife Eileen for 10 years and 
together they have two wonderful children, Molly and Joey, 
Joe feels so blessed that despite a very trying time 
surrounding the birth of Joey, he is now fully healthy and 
happy boy who is in love with his big sister. Miracles do  
 

happen! See Joey's story here:  https://youtu,be/-

amaYLf3NYO  

"I feel so blessed to have joined the community 
here at Holy Spirit School and Church. The dedicated 
faculty and staff, amazing children and wonderful 
parents truly make our school a special place. I am 
excited to come to work every day and am proud of 
program we have to offer, one that educates the 
whole child - academically, spiritually and 
emotionally."  

Holy Spirit: Make us one in Love, Peace and Joy!  

I would like to first thank everyone 
for their warm welcome of both me and my family as 
we joined the Holy Spirit School and Church 
Community a few months ago. We quickly learned 
what an amazing community this really is! We have 
had a fantastic start to the school year! Enrollment is 
growing and it is great to have our halls filled with little 
voices once again.  
We are using our long standing prayer "Holy Spirit: 
Make us one in Love, Peace and Joy!" as our theme for 
this school year. We will begin every day, class, 
assembly and general gathering with this prayer to 
remind us that we are indeed one in Christ and one in 
community. As we read in Matthew's Gospel"For 
where two or three have gathered together in My 
name, I am there in their midst" (Matthew 18:20),  
One of our many exciting events that will be taking 
place in the coming months is our Cat.Chat Concert 
on Tuesday October 6th at 9:30 am, Cat.Chat is an 
internationally known group based out of Canada that 
has its own TV show on EWTN and is a major creator 
of resources for Vacation Bible Schools. We welcome 
them as they embark on their tour of Eastern North 
America and certainly extend an invitation to ALL 
parishioners to attend the concert with our students - 
free of charge! Visit www.catchat.ca for more 
information  
Please stay tuned for more great events taking place 
at Holy Spirit School and please visit our website, like 
our Facebook page or follow us on Twitter. As 
always, Holy Spirit is OUR school, so you are always 
welcome to stop by the Office and take a tour of our 
wonderful facility.  
Thank you for your continued support and God 
Bless.  -Joe Slichko Principal  
Please visit the school website at hsseg.com 

https://youtu%2Cbe/-amaYLf3NYO
https://youtu%2Cbe/-amaYLf3NYO
http://www.catchat.ca/


library and computer lab to make it a more multi-
functional space for use by the parish and school.  The 
work completed in the summer of 2014 included new 
carpet, computer lab counters, rolling book cases, new 
tables and stackable chairs.  This summer, plans were 
made to install a glass wall partition to separate the library 
and computer lab and improve ventilation in the computer 
lab; this should be complete by end of September.   The 
2014 improvements cost nearly $30,000 and was paid for 
completely using school funds.  This summer’s 
improvements will cost about $11,500 with the parish 
paying $5,000 and the school responsible for the balance.  
The total cost of this phase will be approximately $40,000 
with $5,000 paid by the parish and the school responsible 
for the remainder.         

It was the Committee’s intention if Spirit Hall was 
completed that we would have the needed space available 
for larger gatherings.   The improvements to the library 
and computer lab would enhance educational 
opportunities and provide some flexible space for small 
gatherings but it does not fulfill the needs for our LIFT 
proceedings or large gatherings.       

FALL IN LOVE WITH CATHOLICISM 
RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIAN OF 
ADULTS (RCIA) 

FALL EVENTS 
 Sept. 13 Parish Picnic 
EG Town Hall Mass at 11 Picnic to follow at 12:30 pm 

 Sept. 27 Confirmation Sponsor Retreat 
Church for 11 am Mass and Holy Spirit School gym for 
lunch  

 Oct. 4 Blessing of Pets 
1pm in parish parking lot 

 Oct. 4 First Reconciliation Parent Meeting 
Holy Spirit School Library 9:45 am  

 Oct. 6  Cat.Chat Concert 
Holy Spirit School gym 9am 
Faith Presentation for young parents and children 

 Oct. 23 Race for Education 
Holy Spirit School parking lot 

 Oct. 24 First Reconciliation Retreat 
Holy Spirit School gym 9am-12pm 

 Oct. 24. RCDA Autumn Gathering 
LaSalle Institute, 174 Williams Road, Troy, NY.  

Join us after Mass each first Sunday of the 
month for hospitality. 

CAPITAL PROJECT UPDATE CONT’D. 

RCIA, the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults, is the 
process by which individuals are either brought into 
the Catholic Church or complete their Sacraments of 
Initiation, Confirmation and Eucharist. The RCIA 
process was re-established after the Second Vatican 
Council to provide a process of initiation and rites to 
prepare individuals, Individuals who have either 
never been baptized or had been baptized in another 
Christian Faith tradition experience the living out of 
the Catholic faith through the Sunday scripture 
readings and specifics about Church teaching and 
practice. Our RCIA team brings together a diverse 
background that helps inquirers realize that everyone 
comes to the Church through different paths.  
Our RCIA Team typically meets on Sunday mornings 
beginning in September and continues through the 
season of Lent, with reception of sacraments at the 
Easter Vigil.  
Anyone with questions should contact Deacon Bill 
Dringus (477-4803 or deacon1275@aol.com).  
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As this process has taken almost four years, the 
Committee felt it was time to start showing some 
physical progress to the other buildings.  With 
assistance from Gerri Stewart and Frank Putallaz, we 
have updated the landscaping around the church, 
parish center and school.   Currently the Committee, 
with Fr. O’Brien’s approval, has entered into a contract 
with our architect for the following work: A) update the 
lighting in the church, B) paint interior of church & C) 
replace carpet in the church. We expect to seeking 
proposals for contractors for this work at the end of the 
Summer with work starting in early October.  At our 
meeting on September 22nd, we will have some budget 
information for church improvements along with some 
architectural drawings and color samples available for 
your comment.   

As this a change from our original plan,  the Committee 
wants to present this exciting plan to the parish and 
school community to seek their input before moving 
ahead and committing to this project.  Stop by after 
Mass in the church or the parish center to view some 
drawings of church improvements and our Parish 
Center plans!  We urge you to attend our presentation 
on September 22nd.   -Kevin Haggerty, Chair for Facilities Planning 


