
                         
     

 
  The Holy Spirit Community Facilities Planning Committee (FPC) received approval from the 

Diocese in early 2014 to begin a Capital Campaign to raise funds for Spirit Hall. Spirit Hall, the 
centerpiece of our Community Master Plan, will provide much-needed meeting space for our 
spiritual and pastoral ministries, gathering space for hospitality and church functions, our growing 
Faith Formation programs and a school cafeteria. With Spirit Hall providing a physical connection 
between the church and school and including an elevator, there will be much improved accessibility 
for people with disabilities; no walking up the hill or using stairs or ramps. (Please see enclosed 
“Help Us Make Spirit Hall Possible” for the Spirit Hall design.) 

Throughout late summer and fall, the FPC, with the help of more than 25 parishioner volunteers, 
called on parish families and households to provide information on Spirit Hall, its benefits, and 
answered  questions, as well as requested their financial support. With both Holy Spirit Church and 
school each contributing $200,000 from their reserves, and with more than $202,000 in gifts and 
pledges received to date—a total of $602,000—we are on our way to reaching our $1,300,000 goal. 
(Thank you for your support!) In December, the campaign will be broadened to our school families, 
and the campaign is planned to be concluded by the end of January 2015.  

Three years in the making, the FPC integrated community input from parishioners, parish staff, 
ministers, school faculty and other community members to identify needs and make this shared 
space possible (detailed in previous newsletters). Creating flexible spaces to serve the whole 
community is our future. To glimpse a bit of the future, visit the school library. Using school funds, 
the library was renovated during the summer to include a technology center to better serve school, 
Faith Formation and community needs.  

Help is needed to make Spirit Hall a reality! Let’s work together to shape our future. Please make a 
pledge or gift so Holy Spirit can continue to serve our community. To speak with someone about 
Spirit Hall, please contact FPC Chair Kevin Haggerty at 283-2591 or contact Fr. Joe O’Brien at 
477-7925 or frjoe@holyspiritchurcheg.org. 

Capital Campaign Underway Advent Is Here, Christ 
Is with Us Always 

LIFT—our Living In Faith 
Together, intergenerational 
faith formation program—is for 
everyone—no matter what age. 
During our LIFT year, we host 
monthly gatherings with three 
alternate dates to share our 
faith and learn from one 
another. Gatherings open with 
a meal, run 5:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m. 
and are led by Fr. Joe O’Brien, 
Deacon Bill Dringus, Holy 
Spirit’s Faith Formation staff 
and fellow parishioners. 

“LIFT is for all ages and all 
sized families,” emphasized 
Tracey Penk-Masucci, Holy 
Spirit Youth Ministry 
coordinator. “Our parish’s 
intergenerational faith formation 
program is for everyone.” 

Penk-Masucci noted that 
attendees may attend LIFT on 

their own—as a single attendee, 
not necessarily with their 
families. 

Maria Cioffi, Holy Spirit 
parishioner and LIFT volunteer, 
said she’s been attending LIFT 
solo for many years. “I enjoy 
helping in the kitchen, meeting 
people, interacting with Holy 
Spirit parishioners and gaining 
insight into the Catholic faith,” 
said Cioffi, who also serves as 
part-time parish secretary. She 
added that LIFT enables her to 
learn about the Mass structure 
and “what the gospels really 
mean”. 

“Participating with an upcoming 
LIFT gathering is a great way to 
continue living in faith after the 
Christmas season closes—as 
well as wonderful preparation for 
Lent and Easter,” said Dringus. 

For the 2014-15 LIFT year, 
Holy Spirit is celebrating the 
Nicene Creed. 

Upcoming LIFT Gatherings: 

4: Confess one Baptism, 
Jan. 5, 7 & 11, 2015; 

5: His kingdom will have no 
end, Feb. 2, 4 & 8; 

6: One, Holy, Catholic, 
Apostolic, March 16, 18 & 22; 

7: Spoken through the 
prophets, April 20, 22 & 26; 
and, 

8: We believe, we witness, we 
serve, May 30 (Stewardship 
Day). 

 

Christmas is coming shortly. 
Before Christmas, we live in 
Advent. As we journey towards 
Christmas, our excitement grows. 
In the early days of Advent, we 
honor Christ who is with us 
always, as we long for his 
coming again in glory and 
dwelling among us. As we 
journey deeper into Advent, we 
focus on our God who longs for 
us, loves us so much that God 
sent a Son to be our Messiah, 
Savior, Redeemer. We long for 
his love, wisdom, word and ways.  

Look for ways to hold that 
longing for the Lord in your heart. 
Let it shape your prayer, word 
and actions. Come with family 
and friends to Mass this 
Christmas season. (A post card 
with our Christmas Mass 
schedule is enclosed). Celebrate 
Jesus’ birth in your heart. Build 
on that: come for Christmas and 
stay all year long. 

How will you spend 2015? Holy 
Spirit Church, LIFT, Faith 
Formation and Holy Spirit School 
provide faith opportunities and 
enrichment of your spirit and 
soul. Celebrating Eucharist as a 
part of a community helps you 
encounter Jesus daily in Word 
and Sacrament in ways large and 
small. You will find peace and be 
his witness to the world. Walking 
with Jesus, you will find that he 
makes all things new. 

 

Fr.  Joe O’Brien 

P.S. These are exciting days at 
Holy Spirit as we work to make 
Spirit Hall a reality and enrich our 
community. Thank you to all who 
made a gift or pledge! If you 
haven’t, please prayerfully 
consider support of Spirit Hall.    

            

LIFT: Faith Formation for All Ages 



According to Justine Crevatas, 
who recently joined Holy Spirit 
Church as Parish Music 
Minister, she has a lifelong 
commitment to music. Holding 
an Associate’s of Arts from 
Schenectady Community 
College and a Bachelor’s of 
Arts from the College of St. 
Rose in music with an 
emphasis on classical and 
operatic voice performance, 
Crevatas comes to Holy Spirit   
with seven years’ experience 
as music minister and director. 

According to Crevatas, she 
always enjoyed singing in 
church every Sunday growing 
up, and that love grew so that 
by the time she was a teen-
ager she played piano and 
sang in choirs and at special 
occasions, such as weddings 
and funerals. More recently, 
Crevatas was one of the 
cantors at the ordination of 
Bishop Edward 
Scharfenberger. 

“I grew up around music,” said 
Crevatas, who also plays flute. 
“From a very young age, music 
has been a part of my life…My 
parents instilled music in us.” 
Crevatas joked that her family 
of six comprised a “mini-choir” 
within the full church choir.  

Furthering her music education 
by working toward a Master’s 
of Arts in music at Skidmore 
College, Crevatas served as 
music director at the University 
at Albany’s Newman 
Association, the campus 
Catholic organization, for the 
past seven years and worked 
as music assistant at parishes 
in Guilderland and Loundon-
ville. She’s also substituted for 
Holy Spirit’s former music 
minister Cylon George. This 
experience, Crevatas said, 
helps her to “provide music for 
the liturgy and spread the word 
of God. The music ministry 

Parish Profile: Music Minister Justine Crevatas,  
a lifelong commitment to music 
 really is welcoming and allows 

the assembly to be involved… I 
really view the ministry as 
prayer through music…I love 
what is happening at Holy 
Spirit—the assembly is 
engaged and sings with the 
choir.” 

Crevatas added that down the 
road she’d like to guide both the 
choirs and assembly to the next 
level by introducing new music 
and perform an annual concert. 
“I am pretty knowledgeable 
about liturgical (music) 
documents from the Vatican…I 
hope to bring more of that 
knowledge to Holy Spirit,” she 
said. 

Noting that from her past work 
subbing for George she is 
already familiar with some Holy 
Spirit choir members and 
parishioners, Crevatas said that 
her close working relationship 
and friendship with George 
helps her in leading the 
children’s, teen and adult 
choirs. “It’s easier knowing 
(Holy Spirit) traditions 
already…,” she said. “Cylon 
and I have been colleagues for 
many years and are very alike 
in how we choose music and 
present it. He has really helped 
both the choirs and assembly 
work together and really build 
off one another. Their 
(combined) participation is a joy 
to see.” 

She added that together the 
assembly and choirs can grow 
and learn more music. She also 
said that like George she will 
“cater to the youth” within the 
parish and “welcome many, 
many new members to all the 
choirs”. 

All parishioners are welcome to 
join the choirs, said Crevatas, 
adding that she’d work with 
anyone to enable them to be 
part of the ministry—even if a 

parishioner does not read music 
or could not attend the choirs’ 
Thursday evening rehearsals at 
the church. “No matter their 
availability or experience,” she 
said, “I’d love to have them sing 
with us.” She also welcomes 
instrumentalists, which she 
noted “bring a lot to liturgy as 
well”. Crevatas added that she 
welcomes a wide range of 
musicians in the choirs. “We’ll 
come together and do a great 
job,” she said. 

Crevatas said she views her 
role as music minister as 
leading all groups to “sing to the 
Lord and help instill good 
liturgy” while providing guidance 
on how music is used at Mass. 
“Music goes along with the 
readings, so all works 
cohesively, all becomes one 
and instills the same 
message…,” she said. “I was 
raised to use my gifts and that 
love led us in song and made 
us feel more prayerful.” 

Crevatas said she recognizes 
that Holy Spirit’s motto “All Are 
Welcome Here” reflects her 
personality and values. “That is 
how I was brought up,” she 
said. “We have a big extended 
family. It’s ginormous with lots 
of second and third cousins. We 
love to meet new people and 
(readily) welcome them. And, 
whenever we come together, 
it’s a party with singing and 
dancing!  

“The ministry is a really vital 
part of the parish,” continued 
Crevatas. “The community at 
Holy Spirit is just so welcoming. 
Plus, the help the community 
provides to others is wonderful, 
as is the connection with the 
church and school. People are 
so generous, even in hard 
times. There’s no groaning at 
Holy Spirit when help is 
requested—it’s like they say 
‘this is what we have to do’ and 
they do it! Faith Formation  
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is really great and really 
caters to the kids…Music is 
close to my heart. I’ve been 
involved with it for such a long 
time. It means a lot to me, as 
does community.” 

While pursuing her Master’s 
degree, Crevatas lives with 
her parents in Westerlo, and, 
along with her Holy Spirit 
ministry, she continues work 
at the University at Albany 
and works an office job during 
the week. While she continues 
to also perform solo and in 
duets, she said she considers 
opening a music studio for 
voice, offering private singing 
lessons. 

“I am a young woman who 
has grown up within the 
diocese,” she said. “People 
know me and say good things. 
I really enjoy being at Holy 
Spirit.” 

Parishioners wishing to join 
the Music Ministry may 
contact Crevatas at the parish 
office at 477-7925 or 
crevatas.justine@gmail.com. 

 

 

2014 Tax Planning 
If you would like to make a year-
end donation as a pledge for 
Spirit Hall, please contact Fr. 
Joe O’Brien at 477-7925 or 
frjoe@holyspiritchurcheg.org. 
There are tax planning 
opportunities for year-end giving, 
including the ability to make 
direct gifts from an IRA account 
to a qualified charity, such as 
Holy Spirit Church. These 
Qualified Charitable Distributions 
can be used to meet Required 
Minimum Distributions and are 
excluded from gross income. 

On Christmas Eve, come join the choir for carols at 7:45 p.m. and Mass at 8:30 p.m. 



 

Christmas 2014 Page 3 

The 2014-15 school year at Holy Spirit School (HSS) is off to a 
great start. Enrollment has increased 5 percent from the previous 
year–the third consecutive year of increased enrollment. 

School Highlights 

• The Hair of the Dog concert in September was a hit. 
• HSS won a $7,500 technology grant from the Diocesan 

School Office. With additional funds from HSS, we plan 
to provide extended resources to students and faculty 
by creating: a state of the art audio-visual room with 
teleconferencing capabilities; a comprehensive iPad 
instructional infrastructure; and, a high level/capability 
work center allowing students to perform professional 
publishing, video and music editing. 

• The library renovation increased the use of all library 
facets—print and technology. 

• Our seventh and eighth graders, under the supervision 
of Mrs. Cahill and Mrs. Giabanis, completed a long-term 
project of placing a headstone at the grave of a Civil 
War soldier buried at St. Agnes Cemetery. The event 
included a musket salute with “Taps”, a Civil War poem 
reading and a blessing of the grave. Students also 
created a wreath and placed it on the grave. 

• More than 100 boxes of stuffing mix were collected for 
CoNCERNS-U—helping the Holy Spirit parish to donate 
a total of 483 packages; $240 was donated to Catholic 
Charities; and, hats, gloves and pajamas were collected 
and donated to various organizations for the holidays. 

School Update: Off  to a Great Start   
     • Our eighth graders traveled to NYC by train for the 

spectacular at Radio City Music Hall. 
• HSS students sang God Bless America at the Albany 

Devils home opener. 
• Our CYO basketball teams are practicing for the 

upcoming seasons. 
• Our PSA continues to provide support and activities for 

our students and their families. The PSA Race for 
Education was a tremendous success raising more 
than $17,500! 

As you can see, we are off to a great start, but the best is yet to 
come. We continue to provide a challenging academic program 
framed by service to our God and community. 

Watch for information regarding our first “Let Them Eat 
Cupcakes” on Feb. 7, 2015. 

We continue to thank our parents and all the parishioners of 
Holy Spirit Church for their support and guidance. Please 
contact HSS at 477-5739 if you have any questions, 
suggestions or would like to tour HSS–your school. 

May the miracle of Christmas fill your heart with warmth, love 
and peace. We wish all of you a blessed and very Merry 
Christmas. 

Servire cum Laetitia—Michael Piatek, Principal 

 

 

Keep Us Updated! 
Please update Holy Spirit Church with your current contact information, including your 
email address. Contact 477-4925 or info@holyspiritchurcheg.org.

Blue Christmas Service Offers Comfort  
It seems the whole world begins celebrating Christmas in November.  You can’t go very 
far without seeing Christmas decorations or hearing holiday music. Liturgically, the latter 
half of Advent points us toward Christmas. Not everyone feels joy at Christmas. What’s it 
like when people experience loss and grief at Christmas? Often, an event or the 
remembrance of the death of a loved one, a serious illness, divorce, separation or loss of 
a job can leave you feeling very alone, like you’re thousands of miles away from 
everyone else while they celebrate Christmas joy. The longest nights of the year happen 
near Christmas. Where can you go when everyone’s singing and celebrating?     

To help those dealing with grief or feeling lonely, Holy Spirit offers a Blue Christmas 
prayer service on Dec. 21, 6 p.m. at the church. The God of great joy is also the God of 
all healing and consolation who receives us just as we are. Come and find some 
understanding and peace.  Please also know that all are welcome year-round at Holy 
Spirit. 

Sacramental 
Preparation  
Are you thinking about sacraments for 
your children? 

● Participation in LIFT is part of the 
preparation process for Reconciliation, 
First Eucharist and Confirmation. Holy 
Spirit’s next LIFT gathering is 
scheduled for LIFT Jan. 5, 7 & 11. 
(Please see “LIFT: Faith Formation for 
All Ages” on page 1.) 

● If you missed a Reconciliation 
meeting for parents and children held in 
early December, or if you would like to 
speak about the sacramental 
preparation process, please contact Fr. 
Joe O’Brien or Beth Carlin at 477-7925 
or info@holyspiritchurcheg.org.  
Reconciliation Family Centers are 
offered for parents and children on 
Jan. 4 & 15.  



 

Upcoming Events 
 
12/15: Advent Reconciliation Service, 
St. Mary’s, Clinton Heights, 7 p.m. 
  
12/17: Advent Reconciliation Service, 
St. Mary’s, Nassau, 7 p.m. 

12/21: Parish Hospitality Gathering, 
school gym, 9:15 a.m.-1 p.m. 

12/21: Blue Christmas Prayer Service, 
Holy Spirit Church, 6 p.m.  

12/24: Christmas Eve Masses, Holy 
Spirit Church, 4 p.m., 6 p.m. & 
8:30 p.m. (Carols at 7:45 p.m.) 

12/25: Christmas Day Mass, Holy Spirit 
Church, 10 a.m.-11 a.m. 

12/28: Ice Skating, Empire State Plaza 
(HVCC Conway Ice Rink if bad 
weather), 4 p.m.-6 p.m. Carpool leaves 
Holy Spirit parking lot at 3:30 p.m. 
Cookies and hot chocolate follow at 
Parish House 

1/5, 7 & 11: LIFT Gathering 4: Confess 
one Baptism, school gym, 5:30 p.m.-
7:30 p.m. 

1/18: Parish Hospitality Gathering, 
school gym, 9:15 a.m.-1 p.m. 

2/2, 4 & 8: LIFT Gathering 5: His 
Kingdom will have no end, Holy Spirit 
School gym, 5:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m.  

2/18: Ash Wednesday Mass, Holy Spirit 
Church, 6:45 a.m., 8:30 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. 

2/18: Parish Hospitality Gathering, 
school gym, 9:15 a.m.-1 p.m. 

3/15: Parish Hospitality Gathering, 
school gym, 9:15 a.m.-1 p.m. 

3/16, 18 & 22: LIFT Gathering 5: One, 
Holy, Catholic, Apostolic, Holy Spirit 
School gym, 5:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m. 

Please check the enclosed post card 
for a complete listing of Masses for 
the Christmas Season. 

So, Your Child Is Baptized…What’s Next? 
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Holy Spirit Church supports “lifelong, intergenerational faith formation”. All our lives our 
personal relationship with God may change and deepen. As a parent, you help your child 
learn to walk, read and pray. You bring your child to Mass and teach the difference 
between right and wrong. You have a million opportunities to help your child build a firm 
faith foundation, as you look forward to the day when your child will receive Jesus in a 
special way in the Eucharist at his or her First Eucharist. Help is available to raise your 
child in our faith; parishioners remember your children and you in prayer at Mass and our 
parish staff is available to serve you and offer guidance. (As an adult, there are many 
opportunities for you to deepen your own faith—keep an eye on the Bulletin or call the 
parish office for suggestions. It is important to nourish your own faith so you can share it 
with your child.) 
 
Babies and toddlers are welcome to participate in our monthly “Pray & Play dates”, where 
they hear a variety of Bible stories, sing and pray together, and make crafts to engage the 
beginnings of their faith through their imagination and love of play. Families may also read 
books in the Children’s Room or contact the Faith Formation office to borrow books.  
 
Toddlers, preschoolers and early elementary school age children learn to participate in 
Mass by imitating you and following your guidance. Busy bags, available in the parish 
office, help your child focus on faith while he or she is at Mass. Once your child begins 
coloring, he or she can color a “Gospel coloring sheet”, available in the church, and, after 
Mass, talk about what was colored, what the Gospel means, and how your child may be 
more loving during the week ahead. 
 
Liturgy of the Word with Children at our 11 a.m. Mass welcomes all children, especially 
aged 4 to 8, to hear the Gospel and to “break it open” to understand what Jesus is saying 
in the readings. No registration is required. Every child is invited to join the liturgy after 
opening prayers. An adult or older sibling is welcome to tag along to help the child be 
comfortable. Children return to Mass in time for the offertory and Liturgy of the Eucharist. 
 
As you prepare to send your child to school, you may wonder if you should enroll your 
child in “CCD” or “religious education classes” and what is involved in preparing for the 
next sacraments your child may encounter—Reconciliation, Eucharist and, eventually, 
Confirmation. Nothing prepares your child for a life of faith better than regular Mass 
attendance and a sense of belonging to a faith community. It is so important to get to 
know familiar faces encountered at Mass and to pray with friends. A tour of the church 
allows your child to look closely at their surroundings, to ask questions and to better 
understand why we gather and what we do. 
 
Since 2006, our parish has hosted LIFT (Living In Faith Together)—faith formation for 
everyone in your family, no matter what age. (All parishioners are welcome to come, 
share and grow in faith together. Please see “LIFT: Faith Formation for All Ages” on page 
1.) About once a month, your family attends a LIFT gathering to learn about our faith and 
enjoy fellowship. A LIFT year involves six to eight topic-centered gatherings: a child 
encounters the same topic in grades K-5 and more deeply in grades 7-12. Parents 
participate in LIFT to learn what we do, pass on their personal experience and grow 
alongside their children. Some families attend with babies and younger children. 
Sometimes a grandparent, godparent, aunt or uncle come, too. All gatherings explore an 
element of our faith that the parish will be celebrating that same month. 
 
When children enter second grade (or those in higher grades), they may begin to prepare 
for the sacraments of Reconciliation and Eucharist. During this year, meetings and 
retreats in addition to LIFT is required. In May, you will see children receiving their First 
Eucharist. Children encounter another more intense sacramental year in grades 10-11 
when they prepare to celebrate Confirmation. 
 
Throughout the year, there are other opportunities to celebrate our faith. Parish staff is 
always ready to help families interested in “more”, whatever form that takes.—Maria 
Collins 
 


