
                         

 
  

Milestone: Master Plan Accepted!  

Fall 
2014 

We’ve been reporting to you about the 
slow but steady progress of our Master 
Plan for nearly three years now. As you 
can see in the adjacent article, we have 
news to share! The diocese accepted 
our Master Plan (the Spirit Hall 
multipurpose space we unveiled for 
Holy Spirit community members in 
April) and authorized us to proceed with 
a capital campaign to help make Spirit 
Hall and the Master Plan a reality. 
Thanks to the dedication and hard work 
of our Facilities Planning Committee, 
we have reached an important 
milestone! 

We are planning to raise funds through 
a capital campaign—specific details will 
be available in mid-September. Now, I 
need your help. If you would like to help 
with different phases of our capital 
campaign, please contact me at 
frjoe@holyspiritchurcheg.org. There are 
many people in our community with the 
gifts to help us with this campaign.  

September also means the beginning of 
LIFT, our parish’s intergenerational faith 
sharing program. Beginning 
Sept. 15, 17 and 21, this year’s topic is 
the Creed. Please review the enclosed 
yellow brochure to learn about LIFT 
opportunities for your entire household 
and you. 

Blessing for a new year! 

                         
Fr. Joe O’Brien     

Welcome Back!   

Major Milestone Reached 
After nearly three years of planning and meetings, the Holy Spirit Master Plan reached a major 
milestone—it has been accepted by the Albany Diocese. The Master Plan addresses the Holy Spirit 
community’s growing spiritual, pastoral and educational needs. Holy Spirit’s Facilities Planning 
Committee (FPC) worked throughout the past three years to ensure the Holy Spirit community—
including parishioners, parish staff, ministries, school faculty and community members—and 
diocesan officials had many opportunities to provide comments and ideas. The FPC ensured the 
planning process and progress were continually communicated to the community. Community 
meetings and architect surveys were important vehicles for community input and consensus, and 
helped to form the Master Plan—a blueprint for the community’s present needs and future growth. 
From this input, the first building project—Spirit Hall—was unanimously identified as Phase 1 of the 
plan’s implementation. 
 
Spirit Hall will provide meeting space for our many ministries, gathering space for church functions, 
additional room for our growing Faith Formation ministries and a cafeteria area for the school. Spirit 
Hall will be built adjacent to the school library, alongside the sidewalk leading from the school to the 
church. This multipurpose space will offer room for after-Mass hospitalities, academic sessions, 
retreats, dining space, programs and meetings. Phase 1 also includes: expansion of the technology 
center shared by the parish and school; improvements to the church’s plumbing and ventilation; 
Parish House roof replacement and improvements; and, school technology and library 
improvements.  
 
We Need You! 
Building Spirit Hall will provide the much needed space to allow Holy Spirit to serve and help all in 
the Holy Spirit community, as well as the larger community. We need your help now to make the 
future possible. Construction is scheduled to begin in spring 2015. Before we commit to this 
schedule, we need to raise the funds necessary to make this project a reality. Therefore, a capital 
campaign will be held from September 2014 through early January 2015. Tom Reamer, a retired 
professional fundraiser, is volunteering to help us. To achieve our goal, 30-40 volunteers are 
needed to help with this campaign—one hour per week is all that is needed. If interested in 
volunteering to assist in the capital campaign, please contact the parish office at 477-7925.    
  
For more information on the Master Plan or the capital campaign, please contact the parish office at 
477-7925 or info@holyspiritchurcheg.org or contact FPC Chair Kevin Haggerty at 283-2591 or 
khaggerty@flexelectric.com. 

Yes, I can help make Spirit Hall 
possible! I can volunteer one 
hour/week during Holy Spirit’s 
Master Plan Capital Campaign. 
Name: _____________________ 
Email: _____________________ 
Phone No.: _________________ 
Email info@holyspiritchurcheg.org or 

call Holy Spirit Church at 477-7925. 

Remember! Celebrate! Believe! 
Holy Spirit’s LIFT team works hard to provide a solid, informative and fun curriculum for 
everyone—children, teens, college students, moms and dads, singles, seniors, empty nesters, 
newcomers, couples, those who are widowed and those who are divorced. Our dinner menu 
changes implemented last year were met with such incredibly positive feedback that LIFT dinners 
will continue in a similar fashion this year. 

LIFT 2013-14—The Creed: We Remember, We Celebrate, We Believe! 
Faith is lifelong. Often life gets in the way of carving time out of busy schedules to spend time 
exploring faith—for ourselves and with family and friends. This year, LIFT explores the Creed and 
the tenants of our faith. The Old Testament provides a picture of how God guides the Chosen 
People in faith throughout their busy lives and their trials and tribulations. The promise of a 
Messiah! They remember God’s Promises. They celebrate faith. They believe in God. The New 
Testament brings God’s Promise to life in the person of Jesus, who walks among the people.  
Jesus, both human and divine, is the Messiah and promises believers eternal life. Believers 
remember Jesus sacrificed for them; they grow in and celebrate faith; and, they believe that 
following Jesus’ teaching will bring everlasting life.  
 Continued on page 3 
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Funeral Support Ministry 
Funeral Support Ministry volunteers 
serve during funeral masses and 
memorial services by our worship 
space; greeting people attending the 
funerals/services; and, distributing 
funeral worship materials. Other 
ministry tasks may include serving as 
Eucharistic ministers and supporting 
presiders and lectors during 
funerals/services. Ministry volunteers 
are asked to commit to availability on a 
two-three day notice, Mondays through 
Saturdays. Contact Mary Blevins at 
ablevins@nycap.rr.com or 477-8368. 

Social Action Ministry 
The Social Action Ministry helps the 
needy in Southern Rensselaer County. 
It emphasizes assisting the poor, 
hungry, sick, homeless and elderly, and 
works closely with CoNSERNS-U, 
Circles of Mercy, Joseph House, 
Catholic Charities and the Community 
Loan Fund of the Capital District. The 
ministry focuses on: 1.) charitable acts 
dealing with the need for food, clothing, 
personal hygiene care and shelter; and, 
2.) social justice, serving an advocacy 
and activist role to address the root 
causes of need. It meets bimonthly. 
Contact Kathy Wiech, co-chair, and 
secretary, at 477-5351.or Marilyn Fortin, 
co-chair, at 477-4181. 

Altar Servers 
Altar Servers Ministry members assist 
at weekend Eucharistic celebrations 
and on special occasions. Servers 
include children who are at least in the 
3rd grade and adults. Contact Deacon 
Bill Dringus at deacon1275@aol.com   
or 477-4803. 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word 
Held at an alternative chapel space during 
the beginning of the Sunday 11 a.m. 
Mass—with the group returning to Mass at 
offertory—children are offered an easy and 
fun way to understand readings. Children’s 
prayer service may include friendly 
language, activities and/or crafts. Contact 
Maria Collins at 477-7925 or 
maria@holyspiritchurcheg.org. 

Moms’ Ministry 
Parents and caregivers and their children 
meet (at least) once a month on the 14th at 
9:30 a.m. in the parish house with their 
child/children to pray and play. Contact 
Maria Collins at 477-7925 or 
maria@holyspiritchurcheg.org or Meaghan 
Rossbach at 375-0812 or 
MeaghanLM@gmail.com. 

Eucharistic Ministry/Eucharistic Ministry to Homebound 
The Eucharistic Ministry involves sending specially formed 
and trained parishioners to share the Body of Christ with 
fellow parishioners. The Eucharistic Ministry to the 
Homebound sends specially formed and trained parishioners 
to visit those who are homebound or living in residence 
facilities or hospitals, offering the Body of Christ and a 
partner to pray with during their visits. Contact Kathy 
Rosenbaum or Rosemary Horan at 477-7925 or 
rosemary@holyspiritchurcheg.org or 
kathy@holyspiritchurcheg.org. 

Holy Spirit School 
With belief in prayer, community and 
service lived within the Catholic faith,  a 
Holy Spirit School education includes 
physical, intellectual, social, emotional 
and spiritual aspects of each child’s life. 
Serving the community for more than 50 
years, Holy Spirit School built a legacy 
on faith, academic excellence and 
community. Contact Michael Piatek at 
477-5739 or hssoffice@hsseg.com. 

Lectors 
Lectors proclaim the Word of God during 
weekend Eucharistic celebrations. Open to 
adults and youth in middle and high school. 
Contact Fr. Joe O’Brien at 477-7925 or 
frjoe@holyspiritchurcheg.org. 

Music Ministry 
The Music Ministry is essential to 
liturgy. Dedicated musicians help us all 
to pray through music. If you are a 
singer or instrumentalist and feel called 
to participate in the adult, teen or 
children’s choir, contact Cylon George 
at cylon@holyspiritchurcheg.org. 

Community Garden Ministry 
Holy Spirit parish and school community 
members maintain the gardens. Spring and 
fall garden cleanups are scheduled. 
Contact Geri Stewart or Frank Putallaz at 
477-4412 or Kathy Rosenbaum at 
477-7925 or kathy@holyspiritchurcheg.org. 

Parish Caregivers 
Parish Caregivers offers short-term, 
hourly, nonmedical support and relief 
for caregivers of chronically ill family 
members—those living with Alzheimer’s 
Disease or other form of dementia—in 
their homes. Volunteers are needed. 
Contact Rosemary Horan at 477-7925 
or rosemary@holyspiritchurcheg.org. 

Offertory Counters 
Offertory counters account for weekly 
collections after each Mass. Working in 
teams led by an experienced team 
captain, counters are scheduled to 
serve on a rotating basis and spend 
about two hours after Mass performing 
counting duties. Contact Patti Salisbury 
at 477-8949. 

Prayer & Worship 
The Prayer and Worship Ministry plans 
Eucharistic and liturgical celebrations—
from arranging and scheduling holy days 
and seasonal liturgies to the appearance of 
the church. Contact Fr. Joe O’Brien at 
477-7925 or frjoe@holyspiritchurcheg.org. 

Hospitality Ministry 
The Hospitality Ministry includes ushers 
and greeters and serves many functions 
within the parish, including: welcoming 
parishioners to the community and to 
Mass; assisting parishioners who need 
a hand, such as those in wheelchairs or 
using canes; explaining the Mass; 
inviting people to carry offertory gifts to 
the altar; and, supporting the parish by 
sharing information, collecting food 
donations and setting up displays for 
after Mass events or fundraising. 
Contact Frank Graziano at 477-8168. 
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Win a door prize 

just by attending the 
first 2014-15 LIFT 1 
Gathering: One God, 
maker of all things on 
Sept. 15 (5:30 p.m., Holy 
Spirit School). Tickets 
available at the door. 

Sisters’ Prayer Group 
The Sisters’ Prayer Group meets the 2nd 
Monday of the month, April-June and 
September-December, 9:30 a.m.-11 a.m. in 
the Holy Spirit Church to reflect, offer 
petitions and pray the rosary. Contact 
Rosemary Horan at 477-7925 or 
rosemary@holyspiritchurcheg.org. 

Knitting & Crocheting Ministry 
Also known as the Prayer Shawl Ministry, 
Knitting & Crocheting Ministry members knit 
prayer shawls, hats, scarves and more to 
comfort those in need. The ministry is always 
open to special requests. Contact Maria 
Collins or Rosemary Horan at 477-7925 or 
maria@holyspiritchurcheg.org or 
rosemary@holyspiritchurcheg.org.  

Altar Rosary Society 
Meeting at 10 a.m. on the 4th Monday of the 
month, August-June, the society is a prayer 
and service ministry that: prays the rosary at 
Holy Spirit Church (11 a.m. Tuesdays), 
Rosewood Nursing Home biweekly, 
members’ gravesites (upon families’ 
request) and special events, such as 
Stewardship Day; maintains altar linens; 
sends sunshine notes to community 
members who are homebound or living in a 
residence care facility; makes Baptismal 
robes and rosaries; maintains the Mary 
grotto and both statues of Mary; at 
Christmas, donates funds to local charitable 
organizations; and, organizes and serves at 
parish dinners and  luncheons. Contact 
Roxanne Murray at 477-7679. 

Bible Study 
Bible Study aims to deepen our 
understanding of the Scriptures. The group 
focuses on meanings and applications to 
life as a way to better love and lead 
Christian lives. Contact Andy Agcaoili at 
andyagcaoili@yahoo.com or 477-4985. 

Building and Grounds 
Building and Grounds Ministry works 
with the parish maintenance staff to 
oversee parish facilities, grounds and 
parking lots, and works with our pastor 
to coordinate repairs and 
improvements, solicit cost estimates 
and review budgets. The ministry works 
to enhance parish grounds. Contact 
Kevin Haggerty at 283-2591 or 
khaggerty@flexelectric.com. 

Parish Pastoral Council 
The Parish Pastoral Council meets 
regularly to advise our pastor on 
important issues and the parish’s future 
direction. It also offers input on local 
Catholic community matters. Contact 
Fr. Joe O’Brien at 477-7925 or 
frjoe@holyspiritchurcheg.org. 

Prayer Circle 
The Prayer Circle prays for the welfare of 
others—by request. Open to all, the circle 
holds no meetings—circle members pray on 
their own time. Prayer lists are sent to 
members many times per year and as soon 
as a new request is made. If requested, full 
names are kept confidential. Contact 
Rosemary Horan at 477-7925 or 
rosemary@holyspiritchurcheg.org. 

Faith Formation Ministries  
 
LIFT (Living in Faith Together) 
All are welcome to share faith together 
wherever they are on their faith journey—
just starting or seasoned and still 
searching for God every day. LIFT 
promotes sharing faith at home and 
participating in church life. Contact Deacon 
Bill Dringus at deacon1275@aol.com or 
477-4803. (Please see the yellow LIFT 
brochure.) 

Children’s Faith Formation 
Children’s Faith Formation guides children 
to explore their relationship with God. 
Contact Maria Collins at 477-7925 or 
maria@holyspiritchurcheg.org. 

Youth Ministry and Sacramental 
Preparation Ministry  
The Youth Ministry studies the bible and 
attends various courses that puts faith in 
today’s terms. A key aspect of the Youth 
Ministry is performing service projects that 
help those in need. Sacramental 
Preparation for First Reconciliation, First 
Eucharist and Confirmation allows children 
and teens to: complete the sacrament in a 
comfortable environment; build community 
among one another and their families; and, 
develop and deepen their faith through 
family involvement and education. Contact 
Tracey Penk-Massuci at 477-7925 or 
tracey@holyspiritchurcheg.org or 
sacraments@holyspiritchurcheg.org. 

Renaissance Ministry 
(Rebirth and Renewal of Senior Ministry) 
offers the gift of God through prayer, 
worship, reflection and giving. Open to 
adults aged 50+. Contact Rosemary Horan 
at 477-7925 or 
rosemary@holyspiritchurcheg.org. 
 
RCIA 
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) 
enables non-Catholics to explore whether 
they feel called to become Catholic. RCIA 
entrants may be: baptized in another 
Christian tradition; non-Baptized; or, 
Baptized Catholics need First Eucharist or 
Confirmation. Contact Deacon Bill Dringus 
at deacon1275@aol.com or 477-4803. 
(Please see page 4.) 

LIFT, continued from page 1 
At the 2014-15 LIFT Gatherings, the 
Creed will come alive. We will 
explore how the Creed became our 
prayer of faith and how it is relevant 
in our daily lives. 

Please read the enclosed yellow 
brochure listing this year’s LIFT 
topics, schedule and registration. 
Come alone, with a friend, with your 
children, or as a family. We can’t wait 
to see you! 

More information about LIFT is on 
our website—
www.holyspiritchurcheg.org—and 
you may register online and mail 
payment to the Parish Office.  

Finance 
The Finance Ministry supervises parish 
financial resources, advises our pastor 
and reviews parish budget and financial 
reports. Contact Fr. Joe O’Brien at 477-
7925 or frjoe@holyspiritchurcheg.org. 

Homebound 
Many times throughout the year, the 
Homebound Ministry sends to those who are 
homebound or living in a residence care 
facility “thinking of you” cards, birthday cards 
and seasonal greetings at Thanksgiving, 
Christmas and Easter. Upon their request, 
periodic telephone “visits” are made to 
members to help them feel better connected 
to the parish community. Contact Rosemary 
Horan at 477-7925 or 
rosemary@holyspiritchurcheg.org.  



 

Upcoming 
Events 

         
9/15, 17, 21: LIFT Gathering 1: 
One God, maker of all things, 
5:30 p.m., Holy Spirit Church & 
School 
 
9/28: Holy Spirit Parish Picnic, 
Mass at 11 a.m., picnic follows, 
East Greenbush Town Park 
(Please bring a side dish to share) 
 
10/20, 22, 26: LIFT Gathering 2: 
Consubstantial with the Father, 
5:30 p.m., Holy Spirit Church & 
School 
 
11/2: All Souls’ Day Memorial 
Prayer Service, 7 p.m., Holy Spirit 
Church 
 
11/17, 19, 23: LIFT Gathering 3: 
Became man, for our salvation, 
5:30 p.m., Holy Spirit Church & 
School 
 
Please see the enclosed 
brochure for a full schedule of 
2014-15 LIFT Gatherings. 

Welcome to the 2014-2015 school year—the 53rd year that Holy 
Spirit School (HSS) has been providing a solid and challenging 
academic program framed by service to our God and community. I 
know this school year will be both rewarding and enjoyable for all 
of our students. 

We had an enrollment explosion in our Nursery and Pre-
Kindergarten programs. Enrollment is expected to increase by 
35 percent, necessitating an addition of a Pre-K section and a 
reorganization of our pre-school programs. This increase bodes 
well for the future of HSS. 

We welcome three new faculty members: Katlyn Martin (Pre-
school); Cori Spain (Grade 4); and, Ralph Provenza (P/T Middle 
School Math/Science). Martin previously worked in our Teddy Bear 
Program, while both Spain and Provenza worked at the now closed 
St. Brigid’s School in Watervliet. Please join us in welcoming them 
to HSS. 

To keep HSS vibrant and up-to-date, it is important that we 
periodically renovate sections of our facility. This summer, our 
library was renovated—the first since it opened in 2001—with new 
carpeting, tables, chairs and book stacks. Also, the computer lab is 
now sited in a new location in the library. These changes will allow 
the library space to better meet students and parish needs, as well 
as provide flexibility to meet library, classroom and parish program 
needs. The renovation meshes completely with the Master Plan. 
(See page 1 for more on the Master Plan.) 

Our school website—www.hsseg.com—was rebuilt. Please visit 
our website throughout the school year to learn what is happening 
at HSS, such as the upcoming Hair of the Dog concert on Friday, 
Sept. 26, sponsored by our PSA. Tickets are available online and 
at the school office. 

We would like to thank all the parishioners of Holy Spirit Church for 
their continued support. We never forget that this is your school. 
We will ensure that the tradition continues. Servire cum Laetitia. 
—Michael Piatek 

School Update: A Rewarding 
and Enjoyable Year Ahead        
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RCIA Offers 
Exploration  
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
(RCIA) enables seekers to explore 
whether the Roman Catholic Church is 
right for them. RCIA entrants may be: 
baptized in another Christian tradition; 
non-Baptized; or, Baptized Catholics 
who never received First Eucharist or 
Confirmation. 

The next RCIA session begins mid-
September. RCIA entails weekly 
group discussions focused on Sunday 
scripture readings and how they touch 
participants. Information about Catholic 
life and church teachings is also 
provided. Direct questions about RCIA 
to Deacon Bill Dringus at deacon 
1275@aol.com or 477-4803. 
 

Join Holy Spirit School for an 
evening of Celtic Rock with 

 

Hair of the Dog 

Sept. 26 

7:30 p.m.-10 p.m. 
$20 in advance/ 
$25 at the door 

Advanced tickets may be 
purchased online at  

hsseg.com. 

Cash Bar & Food 
_________ 

Benefits PSA 

54 Highland Ave., East Greenbush 

Second Stewardship Award Presented 
Long term Holy Spirit Church parishioners and community members, Kathy and Steve Wiech were 
honored on Stewardship Day 2014 with the Holy Spirit Church’s 2nd Annual Stewardship Award—
an annual award that honors those who exemplify our Catholic belief in loving our neighbors. 
Serving our parish individually and as a couple, they are involved in many areas of the church. 
Kathy Wiech serves as co-chair and secretary of the Holy Spirit Social Action Committee, and 
Steve Wiech serves on the Finance Committee, assisting with the church’s online giving 
capabilities and reporting, and as an offertory counter. Together, they actively participate and help 
with LIFT programs and work with other Holy Spirit volunteers, such as delivering food donations 
to CoNSERNS-U. They said they enjoy working with others in the Holy Spirit community. 

“Steve and Kathy have been an integral part of our LIFT program, undertaking a variety of tasks 
that have contributed to the success of the program,” said Deacon Bill Dringus, adding that both 
are involved in many other parish work. “Kathy’s work with a refugee Burmese family helped its 
transition to life in the United States, and Steve’s work with our e-giving has introduced a new way 
for people’s ongoing support of the parish. Steve and Kathy have each been wonderful supporters 
of the mission of our parish.” 

Penk-Masucci Takes 
on Additional Role 
Tracey Penk-Mesucci, who 
has coordinated Holy Spirit’s 
Youth Ministry for the past 
five years, is now also 
managing the parish’s 
Sacramental Preparation 
Ministry, coordinating 
preparation for First 
Eucharist, First Reconcilia-
tion and Confirmation. Beth 
Carlin, who had managed 
Sacramental Prep for three 
years, left the ministry as of 
July 31 to spend more time 
with her family. 


