
      
     

 

  In Holy Spirit Community’s 
continuing efforts to make 
the most of our facilities and 
do the most to help our 
community, the Holy Spirit 
Facilities Planning 
Committee, our community 
and Butler Rowland Mays 
Architects (BRM) moved into 
Phase II of our Master Plan 
process. Organized to 
consider and review our 
community programming 
needs and space suitability 
of our church, school and 
parish house, short- and 
long-term program 
requirements and future 
community needs were 
identified during Phase II. 

Phase II Update 

 On September 22 and 
27, community 
meetings were held to 

discuss the Master Plan 
and its progress, as well 
as summarize findings 
to-date of Phase I and 
II. During these 
meetings, and during 
Masses, participants 
were asked to complete 
a survey that offered 
their input into present 
and future facility 
needs. Surveys were 
also distributed to all 
Holy Spirit School 
parents, faculty and 
staff. Survey results will 
be reported in the 
Bulletin.  

 Phase II of the Master 
Plan was recently 
completed and a report 
was submitted to the 
Diocesan Architecture 
and Building 
Commission for review. 
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Final approval is 
expected soon. 

 Community input has 
been and continues to 
be invaluable as BRM 
and the Facilities 
Planning Community 
work to seek ways to 
meet our spiritual, 
pastoral and 
educational needs. 

Phase III and future phases 
of the Master Plan will seek 
to reconcile facility needs 
with programmatic needs, 
propose design solutions 
and develop a final Master 
Plan that reflects community 
needs and details a process 
to address identified needs. 
Master Plan news will be 
shared in the Bulletin.  
—Kathy Rosenbaum 
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Advent Happenings 

 
Reconciliation Opportunities 

Tuesday, December 11 @ St. Henry’s, Averill Park, 7 p.m. 

Monday, December 17 @ St. Mary’s, Clinton Heights, 7 p.m. 

Wednesday, December 19 @ St. John/St. Joseph, Rensselaer, 12 Noon 

Greening of the Church 

Sunday, December 23, @ Holy Spirit Church, East Greenbush, 3 p.m.-6 p.m.  

(Please see more event dates on page 3.) 

I hope you and your family are 
well and sharing in the 
anticipation and excitement of 
the Advent Season as we move 
closer day by day to celebrating 
Christmas as families, neighbors 
and a faith community. As we 
once waited for Christ to come, 
now we wait during Advent for 
Christ to come again in glory. 
Christmas reminds us that God 
promised us a Light for the 
world…a Savior who asked us 
to embrace a new way of life 
while he promised Eternal Life.             

Christmas blessings, Christmas 
light, Christmas joy, Christmas 
welcome!  We are so present, 

so close to each other, at this 
time of the year. The season 
calls us to be present to each 
other in every moment, finding 
joy, peace and love. A child born 
in a manger illuminates our way. 
His presence is our gift. We’re 
called to live today sharing this 
gift as a welcome for others.   

There is much to look forward to 
this Christmas and in our New 
Year! LIFT (Living In Faith 
Together is our family-based 
intergenerational faith formation 
program) and our Holy Spirit 
School provide opportunities for 
people of all ages to form. Our 
Facilities Planning Committee 
continues its good work with the 
people of our Holy Spirit 
community to help us plan the 
best ways to use our worship, 
formation, education and 
pastoral spaces and resources 
in ways that support our 
community not just today but 
tomorrow as well.   

Advent and Christmas 
Blessings!  

 

Fr. Joe O’Brien 

Church of  the Holy Spirit Celebrates 90th Year 
Church of the Holy Spirit has 

begun a year of celebration 

in recognition of its 90
th
 

anniversary! Established in 

1922—with its church 

cornerstone set in 1923—

Holy Spirit was the first East 

Greenbush parish and 

began with 50 founding 

parishioners. Today, Holy 

Spirit parish includes more 

than 1,200 families residing 

in and around East 

Greenbush.  

Its beginning was modest—

Our Newborn King is a 
Light to the Nations!   

 

starting in Anna Mae Reehl’s 

family living room then 

moving to rented quarters in 

the Grange Hall. The parish 

grew to enable the purchase 

of property from the Elliott 

farm and the construction of  

Continued on page 4  

approved the petition for the 

Holy Spirit Church and 

named Fr. John Fox as 

pastor. Rev. Fox, previously 

assistant at St. Peter’s 

Church in Saratoga Springs, 

NY, made an immediate 

impact and grew the parish 

from 50 to 455 in 15 years. 

According to a local historian, 

Rev. Fox’s “outlook and 

activities recognize no barrier 

of color, creed or racial 

origin.” Today, Holy Spirit 

continues Rev. Fox’s 

tradition of welcoming all to 



Dedication and commitment 
are two words that most 
come to mind when talking 
with Paul Weidman, who has 
been the maintenance 
person for Holy Spirit church, 
school and parish office for 
45 years—and who starts his 
day regularly at 5 a.m. 
Despite being on the job for 
45 years, Weidman said that 
he does not think of 
retirement. In fact Weidman 
said if he did retire, he’d most 
likely return as a volunteer. 
“I’m staying on until I die,” he 
laughed. “As long as I am 
able to work, I’ll be there.” 

Weidman began working 
maintenance with Holy Spirit 
part time in the late 1960s 
and within a couple of years 
took on the role full time. 
Married and a resident of 
Defreestville, Weidman’s 
tenure has seen him through:  
a number of church pastors 
and school principals; the 
church expansion in the early 
1990s; and, many 
unexpected problems, such 
as a blown hot water heater 
and the boiler room flooding. 

The unexpected is one of the 
things that keeps Weidman 
on the job. “It’s intriguing. I 
like reasoning things out,” he 
said, noting that he often 
solves problems on his own. 
For instance, said Weidman, 
a bolt broke on a circular 
pump, which caused no heat 
in the gym. Replacing the 
bolt cost just 39 cents--
instead of the hundreds it 
could have cost to call in an 
outside contractor to look at 
the heater and recommend 
replacing it. Over the years, 
Weidman estimated he’s 
saved the parish more than 
$30,000 in repair and 
replacement costs. 

Parish Profile: Paul Weidman 
 “Maintaining an old building 

with so much of it still original 
to the building keeps you on 
your toes,” he added.  

“Since I have been working 
(with the parish), there has 
never been a need to pay for 
lawn and snow blower 
repair,” Weidman added. “A 
lot of it is trial and error, and I 
am not afraid to ask people 
questions. At the parish, 
there are so many people to 
ask. There are resources 
within the parish, and I can 
go to friends and also 
businesses we’ve worked 
with over the years who may 
have had similar 
experiences…It is almost like 
I learn something every day: 
if not every day, than at least 
every week.” 

According to Weidman, he 
comes into work early—often  
two hours before another 
staffer arrives—to be sure all 
is operating as it should be. 
“There’s a lot to do.  You just 
never know what you’re 
coming into,” he stated. “I 
know every nook and cranny 
and I know what is going on 
there. All the buildings are 
used so much, particularly 
the school gym.” 

According to Weidman, he 
pays extra attention to the 
gym floor, maintaining it daily 
by spray buffing and damp 
mopping it. This extra TLC 
has saved the school 
$10,000-$15,000 it would 
cost to resand and resurface 
the floor, Weidman added. 

“The gym floor gets heavy 
use,” he noted. “But, (when I 
get in) I almost need to check 
every room. I may have to 
alternate things, like the heat 
from one section to another.” 

Also Weidman’s been tasked 
with major projects, such as 
replacing all the lights with 
fluorescent lighting in the 
school—all accomplished  by 
himself in two weeks during 
off-school hours. Also major 
work in the parish house like 
rebuilding upstairs rooms 

Weidman noted that during 
his long tenure with the 
parish there were some 
frustrating times in the past 
because people were not 
working together. But, he 
said, that was in the past. 
“Communication is 
tremendously better and 
people really know what they 
are doing,” he said. “I like 
working in the school 
because I’ve always had 
really good relations with the 
teachers. (Over the years, 
there have been about 190 
teachers.) But, I also like to 
go to the church and work by 
myself. 

“There’s no way to do it all,” 
he continued. “I could be 
there for 24 hours a day for 
the rest of my life and always 
have something to do.” 

A huge source of pride to 
Weidman is his vigilant 
treatment of walkways and 
parking lots during bad 
weather. “I will not allow the 
walks and surfaces to be 
slippery,” he said. “If I have 
to be on my hands and 
knees to put down 
treatment—and even if I am 
sick—I will make sure people 
are safe. I’ve even walked 
elderly people from the 
church to their cars (to 
ensure their safety). I take 
pride in the place being safe. 
I’d like to be remembered for 
that and that I tried 110 per-
cent to keep the place alive.” 

Hospitality 
Ministry 
They are the first sight 
and welcoming voice that 
you meet as you enter 
Holy Spirit Church for 
Mass each week. Holy 
Spirit’s ushers and 
greeters play an important 
role in our faith 
community. These 
ministers of hospitality do 
more than take collection. 
They:  
●greet and welcome 
parishioners; 
●assist parishioners who 
need a hand, helping 
handicapped worshippers 
who may need extra help 
with a cane, walker or 
wheelchair; 
●introduce first-time 
parishioners and new 
families to parish 
leadership and  the 
community; 
●explain the Mass 
schedule and other 
church news; 
●invite the family 
requesting Mass 
intentions to also carry the 
offertory gifts to the altar; 
and, 
●support parish ministers 
by distributing and sharing 
information with 
parishioners, carrying 
food donations for the 
food pantries and setting 
up special displays on the 
plaza for after Mass 
events or fundraising. 
We need new ministers to 
join us to serve for one 
hour per week. We seek 
families and individuals, 
women and men, and 
young and mature adults! 
To learn more about the 
Hospitality Ministry, call 
477-8168. 
—Frank Graziano 
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We’re on the Web—! www.holyspiritchurcheg.org or www.holyspiritchurcheg.com. 

 

http://www.holyspiritchurcheg.org/


Upcoming 
Events 

  
12/12: Blue Christmas for those 

struggling to find joy during the 
holiday season, 7 p.m., Holy 
Spirit Church 

12/13: Christmas Concert, 

6:30 p.m., Holy Spirit School 

12/17: A Christmas Carol (by gr. 

2, 3 & 4), 6:30 p.m., Holy 
Spirit School 

12/19: Cookies & Carols, 

6:30 p.m., Holy Spirit 
School Gym 

12/29-30: Pre New Year’s Eve 

Lock In, 7 p.m.-8:30 a.m., Holy 
Spirit School 
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I have a wall hanging that 
says “We Plan–God Laughs”. 
On August 30, I was at Water 
Slide World in Lake George 
with my grandsons with 
Labor Day fast approaching. 
I was planning a golf trip with 
my brother and a couple of 
friends. Five days later, I was 
walking into Holy Spirit 
School as the new principal. 

This is my 44
th
 year in 

education (36 years in public 
education and eight years in 
Catholic education), and I am 
as enthusiastic today as I 
was in 1969. My experiences 
as principal of Catholic 
Central High School and 
Notre Dame–Bishop Gibbons 
High School have given me 
an appreciation and 
understanding of the need 
and importance of Catholic 
education. 

For more than 50 years, Holy 
Spirit School has been 
providing an education that 
prepares students to attend 
and succeed at the best 
private and public schools in 
the Capital Region. Their 
education at HSS is 
surrounded by our faith, 
which gives our students 

School Update 
moral guidelines and a path 
to be one with our Savior. 

I would like to thank Edith 
Toohey, who, as the interim 
summer principal, prepared 
HSS for its opening in 
September. Without her hard 
work and dedication, HSS 
would not have opened as 
smoothly as it did. 

Three months into the school 
year, I would like to give you 
an update. 

 The reconstituted 
Technology 
Committee 
continues its work, 
and we hope to 
launch our new 
website soon.  We 
continue to 
incorporate our faith 
formation program 
in all aspects of our 
Technology Plan. 

 Our PSA continues 
to support HSS.  
More than 140 
parents, faculty and 
students attended a 
family liturgy and ziti 
dinner. The Race 
for Education raised 
more than $12,000 

to support 
equipment and 
technology needs. 

 In providing help 
and support to the 
victims of Hurricane 
Sandy, our school 
community has 
been very 
generous. Student 
Government has 
adopted Holy Spirit 
High School in 
Atlantic City and is 
currently raising 
funds for it. 

 Our eighth graders 
attended a three-
day leadership 
seminar at Camp 
Chingachgook. 

 As we move toward 
Christmas and the 
celebration of the birth of our 
Savior, we would like to 
thank all of you for your 
continued support of Holy 
Spirit School. May the 
Blessing of Christmas fill 
your homes and lives. 

Servire cum Laetitia 
(to serve with joy) 
—Michael Piatek 

The Holy Spirit Church is seeking singers for its Children’s Choir. Children 
who would like to join the Children’s Choir must be between second and 
eighth grade and commit to one hour per week for several months during 
the year. 

The Children’s Choir recently began rehearsals for Advent and Christmas 
Masses on December 9 and 24, respectively, but children may still join. 
Rehearsals will continue through the first three weeks of December and are 
held on Thursdays at 6:30 p.m. in the school library. Please contact Music 
Minister Cylon George at cylon@holyspiritchurcheg.org or at the parish office 
at 477-7925 to join or for more information.  

Children’s Choir Seeking Singers 
 

Online Giving 
Do you spend winter—or other months—away, or 

are you traveling weekends and unable to attend 

Mass at Holy Spirit Church? If so, online giving is 

an easy and secure way for you to continue your 

support. Online giving is convenient, too! Through 

electronic funds transfer from your savings or 

checking account, you may donate and manage 

your stewardship online. Just go to 

www.holyspiritchurcheg.org and click on the Online 

Giving Authorization Form. Forms are also 

available at the parish office, 9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. 

Monday-Friday. Secure, easy and convenient—just 

one mouse click away! 

Please check the enclosed 

post card for a full listing of 

Christmas Eve and 

Christmas Day Masses. 

Bishop’s Appeal 
As Christmas approaches, 

please remember our sisters 

and brothers in need. Support 

the Bishop’s Appeal. Every gift 

makes a difference! Send your 

gift to the parish office or go to 

www.TheBishopsAppeal.org. 

—Fr. Joe O’Brien 

On Christmas Eve, come hear the Children’s Choir at our 6 p.m. 
Mass; join the Adult Choir for carols at 7:30 p.m., just prior to 
our 8 p.m. Mass. 

 

mailto:cylon@holyspiritchurcheg.org
http://www.holyspiritchurcheg.org/


 

the church in the early 
Romanesque style.  Bishop 
Gibbons approved the petition for 
Holy Spirit Church and named Fr. 
John Fox as its first pastor. In its 
first 15 years, the parish grew 
from 50 to 455 families. 
According to a local historian, Fr. 
Fox’s “outlook and activities 
recognize no barrier of color, 
creed or racial origin.” 

After many years of holding 
Masses in the school gym to 
ensure adequate room for all 
parishioners, Fr. George St. John 
oversaw the church’s expansion 
the early 1990s. Today, Holy 
Spirit continues Fr. Fox’s tradition 
of welcoming all to the parish. 

Special to the Holy Spirit Church 
is its stained glass windows. Holy 
Spirit Church’s original arched 
and leaded windows were 
replaced in 1937 with six stained 
glass windows created by the 
Ruocco Studios to mark the 
church’s 15

th
 anniversary. The 

windows were created in a 
13

th
 Century medieval design. 

The windows symbolize the 
seven gifts of the Holy Spirit. 

In 1961, Bishop William Scully 
arranged for four sisters from 
England to start teaching in 
September 1962. In time, more 
sisters would join them. With the 
support and leadership of Fr. 
Bernard Lannon, pastor, ground 
was broken in late March 1962.   
The school opened on 
September 4th with 140 
students. Soon the Convent, the 
current Parish House, was built 
as a home for the sisters. 
Balancing the parish’s physical 
and spiritual growth, Fr. Lannon 
formalized the faith formation 
program. 
 
A year of prayer and celebration 
is planned. For details, please 
read the Bulletin and our website 
(www.holyspiritchurcheg.org ). 

90th Year, 
continued from page 1 
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Our faith formation program, LIFT (Living In Faith Together), works to serve the entire community. At 

present, LIFT is continuing its intergenerational family-based gatherings—with this year’s topic “Living 

as Jesus’ Disciple”. The third gathering of seven—“Honesty and Knowing One Self”—was completed in 

November. The next gathering —“Conscience”—is scheduled for January 7, 9 and 13, 2013, 5:30 p.m.-

7:30 p.m. in the Holy Spirit School. Holy Spirit’s faith formation, work progresses in many areas. 

 Youth Ministry collected: 489 cans of yams for CoNSERNS-U’s Thanksgiving dinners; more 

than 650 children’s books for St. Catherine’s Center for Children’s Copson House; and, 220 

gallons of water for families still recovering from Hurricane Irene. Youth Ministry is also 

planning to team with other ministries to take on a large renovation project at St. Catherine’s 

and planning for Stewardship Day in June 2013. 

 Sacramental Preparation: 50 teens were confirmed at the Cathedral of the Immaculate 

Conception in Albany on November 9
th

. Preparation for fall 2013 Confirmation begins this 

spring. First Reconciliation preparation began with a retreat in early November with more than 

40 families. These families now prepare to celebrate First Eucharist this spring. 

 Liturgy of the Word with Children: More than 40 children participated throughout the fall in 

our Liturgy of the Word for Children during the 11 a.m. Mass. Many families found this an 
excellent opportunity for their children to share more fully in Mass as they experience Christ's 

presence in the readings and Gospel. After the opening prayer at Mass, volunteers escort the 

children to the school library where they create a small chapel for their own Liturgy of the 
Word. Children return to their families for the Liturgy of the Eucharist. 
 

 Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is presently guiding two adults in their 

preparation for the sacraments, scheduled to be received at Easter Vigil, March 30, 2013. 

 15 parishioners from Holy Spirit helped Equinox prepare for its 10,000 Thanksgiving Day 

dinners by peeling yams. 

Please contact the Parish Office at 477-7925 for more information on LIFT for all ages and sacramental 

preparation. 

 

LIFT Serves Entire Community 
 

 

BOOK CLUB 

Finding Morality and Virtue in To Kill 

A Mockingbird! Reading guides 

available in church, school and the 

Parish Office. Appropriate for adults 

and teens, 9th grade and older! 

Book Club Discussion—Thursday, 
January 17th, 6:30 p.m.-8:30 p.m. 

Movie Night—Sunday, 
February 3rd, 5:30 p.m.  

Refreshments will be served! 

 

 

http://bareps.tumblr.com/image/816033743

