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Holy Spirit Community Newsletter 

Enjoy Holy Week and 

Easter Blessings! 
 
I hope that you and your family are 
doing well and enjoying good health 
and God’s blessings this March!  
May what has turned out to be a 
mild winter find you looking forward 
to spring. And, may Lent have you 
looking forward to Easter and the 
promise of New Life!    
 
Late winter always has a surprise or 
two in mind for us. A snowstorm 
here, some sleet there… The 
Lenten journey is not without 
surprises, too. Perhaps your prayer, 
fasting and almsgiving provided a 
challenging moment along the way. 
That’s not all bad: what’s Lenten 
renewal all about if you can’t be 
stretched or called to grow in a new 
way? Has Lent given you an insight 
that has been supporting or 
affirming? Good! It’s a sign that 
you’re celebrating Lent well. 
 
You haven’t had that experience 
yet? Lent ends on Holy Thursday 
evening…Your moment may be 
coming soon! 
 
I hope you enjoy reading your 
newsletter today. If you have any 
news about people and events and 
ideas to include in future editions 
(we’re planning on Fall, Christmas 
and Easter issues), please contact 
Kathy Rosenbaum at krosenba@ 
nycap.rr.com, or me at revjoseph 
obrien@nycap.rr.com, or please call 
the Parish Office at 477-7925. So 
often at Holy Spirit your ideas 
shape our parish. Help us make this 
newsletter a good means of 
updating parishioners with Holy 

Spirit happenings!  Many thanks! 
 
Rejoice: He is Risen!   
 
 

 
Fr. Joe O’Brien 

 

 
 
 
 
Fr. Joe O’Brien 

Holy Spirit School:  Activities Snapshots  

You first heard at our 
December Masses and in our 
parish Christmas 2011 
newsletter that our Holy Spirit 
Community (church and 
school) is considering how 
our church, school and 
parish house meet our 
current and future needs. 
Our Holy Spirit Community 
formed a Facilities Planning 
Committee and began work 
with the diocese’s 
Architecture and Building 
Commission to conduct a 
feasibility study, which will 
review our community 
programming (both church 
and school) and consider the 
suitability of space in our 
buildings.  

Committee Working on Community Space Needs 

 

Along with celebrating its 50
th
 year of learning and growing, the Holy Spirit School is humming with 

activities during 2012. Here is a look at many of the goings-on. 

 50th Anniversary Mass and Dinner scheduled for April 21 with former pastors, principals 
and teachers, including Sr. Carmel Spratt (Sr. Monica), Sr. Maureen and Fr. St. John. 
Bishop Hubbard will be joining us for dinner. Families of Holy Spirit parish and school—
past and present—are invited. Contact the school at 477-5739 for further information. 

 Grade 2 students are preparing for the sacraments of Reconciliation and First Eucharist 
and are looking forward to the May Crowning Liturgy on May 24 at 8:30 a.m. All are 
invited. 

 Grade 2 is also leading our Operation Rice Bowl program during the season of Lent. The 
school theme for this season is "Walking with Jesus to the Cross with Hearts of Love". 

 Students raised over $700 for our adopted Schoharie County family affected by Hurricane 
Irene. Students also sent the family valentines, games and gift cards to lift spirits. 

 Holy Spirit School's Drama Club is in full rehearsal for the spring musical. This year, the 
club will perform "Cinderella" on May 18 and 19. All are invited. 

 Grade 3-8 students are preparing for the NYS ELA, Math and Science tests in April. 
Grade 8 students will be taking Regents in Earth Science and Math in June. 

 Grade 5 students will be participating in Nature's Classroom during the first week of June. 

 4 of 5 Holy Spirit basketball teams won first place trophies in the annual Catholic Schools 
Week Basketball Tournament. Students are excited about our new track program which 
will begin in the spring. 

 Holy Spirit School is in the midst of our Enrollment Campaign with the other schools in the 
Diocese of Albany. If you know of families interested in "higher-powered learning", which 
includes academic excellence in a Christ-centered environment, please have them 
contact the school at 477-5739. We are very excited about beginning our 51

st
 year in 

September 2012. 

 Thanks to all parishioners for your support! We are using your generous donations 
to upgrade our technology program and to provide tuition assistance whenever 

possible.—Anne Cowling 

Our Facilities Planning 
Committee is co-chaired by 
Kevin Haggerty and Bob Picco.  
Committee members are: John 
Colgan, Anne Cowling, Rob 
Feldman, Tom Gleason, Jim 
Graham, Mary Beth 
Hofmeister, Fr. Joe O’Brien, 
Kathy Rosenbaum and Meghan 
Rossbach. 

The committee recently 
interviewed five architects and 
evaluated their submitted 
materials, as well as their 
experience with other church 
and school projects. At present, 
our committee asked architects 
for clarifications on their 
presentations and for additional 
technical information. The 
committee is working to select 
an architect with the experience 

and skills that will best meet 
our needs. 

The committee plans to hire an 
architect soon. Then, the 
committee will begin to gather 
information on programs, 
needs and available space. 
Input from the community will 
be gathered to incorporate all 
needs and viewpoints.  

Information on our facility 
planning process will continue 
to be shared with all our 
community members. Soon 
more information on our space 
plans will be available via our 
Web site [holyspiritchurcheg. 
org], church bulletins and 
newsletters. Details will also be 
made available at Masses and 
school functions. 

         

 

    

 

       Upcoming Events 
 Chrism Mass: Tuesday, 

March 27, 7 p.m., at the 
Cathedral. Carpooling from 
Holy Spirit parking lot 

 Easter basket assembly for 
needy children: Palm 

Sunday, April 1, 9:45 a.m., in 
the school gym (Bring baskets, 
Easter grass, chocolates and 
small stuffed animals to Mass 
on March 24-25) 

 Tenebrae: Good Friday, 

April 6, 9 a.m., Holy Spirit 
Church 

 Blessing of Easter food: 

Saturday, April 7, 10 a.m.,  
Holy Spirit Church 

 Easter Flower Preparation: 

Saturday, April 7, 12 p.m., 
Holy Spirit Church 

 LIFT Special Guest Speaker: 

Monday, April 23, 6 p.m., Holy 
Spirit parish 

 

Calling all athletes! This 
summer, as the Olympics 
conclude in London, 
parishioners of all ages will 
participate in a Vacation 
Bible Camp Olympic 
challenge!  
 
Holy Spirit's Vacation Bible 
Camp—to be held August 
13-17 from 9 a.m.-noon at 
Holy Spirit Church—will 
focus on a Bible story that 
highlights the theme of the 
day, and camp activities will 
also include crafts, games, 
songs and pursuits that seek 
to form faith and friendship.  
Children entering grades K-4 
are invited to participate as 
camp "athletes". Older 
children may take peer 
leadership roles as 
"coaches", while teens and 
adults will act as 
"ambassadors" and lead 
activities. 
 
At present, plans are being 
finalized for camp week, but 
reservations for camp are 
now being accepted. Fees 
for the week will be 
announced in June/July. (As 
with past endeavors, families 
will help provide some 
materials for craft activities, 
as well as provide snacks.) 
Those interested in assisting 
with the camp’s plans are 
welcome. In addition, anyone 
with even a small amount of 
time during camp week and 
who wishes to help is 
welcome to join our camp 
team. Even those who 
cannot be in attendance at 
camp are welcome to assist. 
 
For more information on Holy 
Spirit’s Vacation Bible Camp, 
contact the church’s Child 
Faith Formation office at 
477-7925—Maria Collins 
 
 

Vacation Bible Camp: Calling All Athletes! 
   

Please see the enclosed card for Holy Week/Easter Mass schedule. 
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Holy Spirit Church 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Stewardship Day: June 2, 2012 

 
The word volunteer is a 
misnomer. People of faith do 
not volunteer: they are 
found. They respond to an 
irresistible call from God—a 
call that echoes in a life of 
service and ministry. 

“We for our part love, 
because God first loved us.” 
(1 Jn. 4:19). This captures the 
source of our call: we were 
prepared, found, equipped, 
and, we have been kept 
faithful. I believe that is true of 
all service in and for the 
church–we are found, 
equipped and kept faithful. 

Holy Spirit’s Stewardship 
Day—to be held June 2, 
2012—enables all 

Let the Light of 
Christ L Christmas 
Eve: 
4 p.m., 6 p.m., 8 p.m. 
and 10 p.m.  

ead You Here 

What better way to give thanks to 
God’s beautiful creation than to 
participate in the Holy Spirit 
Community Garden Ministry? 
Members from the Holy Spirit 
Community, including both the 
parish and school, meet regularly to 
maintain our gardens. All are 
welcome and families are 
encouraged to “adopt a garden”—
and, after being cleaned, 
professionally edged and mulched, 
maintenance will be easy. The 
Community gardens have been 
organized into manageable areas 
To learn more about this ministry 
and/or to adopt a garden, please 
call Geri Stewart 477-4412.—Kathy 
Rosenbaum 

 

 

Community Garden 

Ministry 

 

Active in the Holy Spirit 
community, Jared 
Danaher, age 17, said he 
seeks opportunities to be 
with friends and the people 
throughout the Holy Spirit 
parish. At present, 
Danaher participates in the 
church’s music ministry 
and parish council and 
works as catechist for a 
group of 5

th
 graders. 

 
“Being part of these 
ministries has strength-
ened my faith,” he said, 
“since my participation 
helps me to think about 
being a part of the church 
and appreciating my faith 
on a daily basis.” 
 
Danaher cited his 
confirmation last fall as a 
way to become even more 
involved with the church 
and with his friends. “I 

Parish Profile: Jared Danaher 

 

 Happy Birthday blessings to 
Anne McCann, age 91, and 
Rose Helmes, age 92. May you 
enjoy God’s abundant blessings 
and we are grateful for your 
presence!  Are you celebrating a 
90

th
 birthday or beyond; a 

milestone wedding anniversary 
of 25, 30, 35, 40, 45, 50, 55 
years or more? Please contact 
Kathy Rosenbaum, Parish 
Associate, at 477-7925. Let’s 
share the good news! 
 

 Baccalaureate Mass and 
Reception for the Class of 2012 
will be held on Sunday, June 17, 
beginning with the 11 a.m. 
Mass. Are you graduating from 
high school or college?  Do you 
know someone who is? Spread 
the word and join us for a 
celebratory Mass and reception 
to follow in the school gym.  
 

 
 

Parish Happenings 

 

parishioners to join together 
for one day of service and 
ministry—a day to put faith 
into serviceable action. 
Coinciding with LIFT’s year 
of intergenerational 
learning, Stewardship Day 
is a natural fit with LIFT’s 
teachings of poverty 
awareness, economic 
justice and, soon, Earth 
Day. Stewardship Day is 
also a natural extension of 
our work during the past 
two summers when 
members of the youth 
ministry (teens, parents, 
chaperones and young 
adults) joined in community 
service and ministry for five 
weeks during each 

summer. To date, the 
Stewardship Day planning 
group is identifying several 
area organizations that may 
be work sites for the day 

As Jesus tells us, “You shall 
love the Lord your God with 
all your heart, with all your 
soul, with all your mind, and 
with all your strength and 
love your neighbor as 
yourself.” As disciples we 
are called to pattern our 
lives on Christ. In doing so, 
we are living witnesses of 
what it means to be a 
follower of the Lord. Working 
together, we can accomplish 
great things for the Lord. 
—Tracey Penk-Masucci 
 

 

 

really enjoyed being 
confirmed since it was 
something I could do with 
my friends,” he said. “The 
experience in itself was 
also enjoyable, and it was 
nice to have the support I 
did from my family and 
sponsor. The actual 
(confirmation) date 
seemed to approach very 
quickly, even though 
preparations began almost 
a year in advance.” 
 
Danaher said he is 
planning to attend college 
upon high school gradu-
ation, perhaps studying 
science. “I am not sure 
what I’ll eventually end up 
doing,” he added, “but 
whatever it is, I want to do 
something that will make a 
difference in the world. 
This decision is influenced 
by my faith, since I want to 
live a satisfying life in 

which I can also do some 
good for people.” 
 
At Columbia High School, 
Danaher is active in cross 
country running, indoor 
track, tennis, Science 
Olympiad Team, and jazz 
band. He said on 
weekends he likes to 
spend time with family and 
friends and is “always 
looking for some new 
things to do.” 
 
According to Danaher, of 
his various church 
activities he most enjoys 
his participation in the 
music ministry in which he 
plays the bass guitar and 
sings. “Music is in so many 
parts of my life and playing 
an instrument is something 
I greatly enjoy,” he noted. 
“Sharing this with other 
people feels great.” 
—Tracey Penk-Masucci 
 

  

Holy Spirit is 

always online at 

www.holyspiritchurcheg.org. 

 

Special 
Upcoming 
Events 
 

•
 D
ec. 14, 7 
p.m.: 
Cookie 
Exchan
ge and 
Carolin
g 
 
•
 D
ec. 22, 6 
p.m.: 
Church 
Decorati
ng 
 
 

All hands on deck! Can you 

spare one hour? 
Join us on March 24 (9 a.m.-
3:30 p.m.) and/or March 25 
(12:30 p.m.-5 p.m.) for Spring 
Clean-up. Gardens need to be 
cleaned in anticipation of 
professional edging and 
mulching during the week of 
March 26.  Please help us praise 
God for all our gifts as we 
prepare to celebrate Easter and 
Earth Day in April. 

 

 

Parish Profile: Beth Carlin 

 
Beth Carlin recently joined the Holy Spirit Church staff as sacramental preparation 
coordinator—as which she manages preparation for First Eucharist, First Reconciliation 
and Confirmation. Carlin has an extensive background. Working in professional ministry 
with children, teens and families for 16 years, she holds a master’s degree in Catholic 
Theology and works as a full-time retreat director with Living Hope, a spiritual retreat 
program focused on Confirmation, sexuality and prayer. Carlin operates Living Hope with 
her husband, Chris. In addition to bringing Living Hope to parishes throughout New York 
State and the Northeast, the Carlins authored Guided Meditations for Holy Living. 
 
“As a parent of six, I know what parents and families are experiencing,” Carlin said. “As 
coordinator, I look forward to journeying through the sacraments with them. This is an 
opportunity for them to deepen their knowledge and explore their faith, and, for others, 
it is an opportunity to come back to it.” 
 
According to Carlin, she works for and with the entire family. “Parents are the first and 
best teachers of the faith,” she noted. “Our job is to support them…I hope to accomplish 
whatever God tells me to. I am on a continuous journey. Baptism and First Eucharist are 
not starting points and Confirmation is not the end. It is a continuum—an ongoing 
process of faith, an ongoing journey.” 
 
Although she works 10 hours/week in the church office, Carlin said she is always 
available to help. “I am hopelessly addicted to email and check my email often 
[hsegsacramental@gmail.com],” Carlin stated. “I am always willing to talk with people 
about what is going on. Communication is HUGE.” 

Holy Spirit is always online: www.holyspiritchurcheg.org. 

Spring Raffle 
Help the Holy Spirit School in its 
fundraising efforts by entering the 
Spring Raffle. For $1/ticket or $5/six 
tickets, you may win: 
1

st
 prize: $1,000 cash; 

2
nd

 prize: $500 cash; 
3

rd
 prize: $250 cash; or,  

4
th

 prize: $100 cash! 

Raffle tickets may be purchased at 
the Holy Spirit Church office, 
9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. weekdays. The 
raffle drawing is March 30 at Holy 
Spirit School. Participants do not 
need to be present to win. 

 

 


