
Year A – 3rd Sunday in Advent 

 

In reflecting on the Gospels of last week and this week we have been introduced to one of the 

larger than life characters in the New Testament, John the Baptist. We were told that John did 

not live in the city, but in the wilderness areas around the Jordan River. He also did not wear 

the customary attire of the day, but instead wore a camels’ hair coat. I don’t even want to 

guess what that might have smelt like. We are also told that he ate locust and wild honey. You 

might form in your mind a picture of someone who might have looked half mad or crazy. John 

the Baptist felt within himself that he had a mission to the people of Israel. 

Between last weeks’ and this weeks’ Gospels you can see that Matthew is presenting a great 

contrast between Jesus and John the Baptist. John talks about a future coming that will have an 

axe laid to the tree, and an unquenchable fire. This sounds like doom and gloom, an end of the 

world as the people knew it to be. Jesus talks about a present where people are healed and 

where they hear the good news proclaimed. 

Today John has sent his disciples to Jesus to find out if he is the one that is expected. We are 

not told why John does this. Does John himself need reassurance while he prison, or does he 

want his own disciples to now get to know Jesus and to follow him. Jesus tells Johns’ disciples 

about what he is doing for the people, but it does not sound like the one that John the Baptist 

was proclaiming in the desert. We hear that Johns’ disciples go off, but we do not know what 

they feel or believe, will they be followers of Jesus or will they remain with John. Silence in the 

Gospels can leave us frustrated at times. 



Jesus then begins to talk about the person of John the Baptist. He makes what seems like a 

startling statement: the least in the Kingdom of Heaven is great than John. How can this be? 

Isn’t John the greatest born of woman? Isn’t John the messenger that goes before Jesus telling 

people to prepare the way? How can Jesus say something like this? 

Even though John the Baptist was a great person we have someone in our own midst that can 

do something that John might never have dreamed of being possible. Who is this person that 

seems more powerful than John the Baptist? You need not look any further then our presiders’ 

chair, yes it is Fr. Joe. The logical question you can ask is, how is this so? Fr. Joe isn’t wearing 

camels’ hair clothing, and even if he might like wild honey I don’t think locusts are part of his 

diet. He isn’t standing by a river proclaim a future of doom and gloom. However, Fr. Joe does 

something that many of us have been witnesses to and maybe what we might take for granted, 

but has a profound effect in the faith life of individuals and the Church. Fr. Joe will stand at the 

Baptismal Font and baptize infants, teenagers and adults in the name of the Father, and the Son 

and the Holy Spirit. In doing so the person is baptized into the suffering, death and resurrection 

of Jesus: any sins are forgiven, they receive the gift of the grace which is God’s life in them, and 

they receive the power of the Holy Spirit. We become citizens of the kingdom of heaven 

through a baptism that John was not able to practice nor ever received. This far exceeds the 

baptism of repentance that John practiced at the Jordan River, since at that time Jesus had not 

yet undergone his suffering, death and resurrection, and the Holy Spirit had not yet been sent 

upon the Church.  



Here we are in the midpoint of the Advent Season. Advent is a time of anticipation and 

preparation. We might begin the season with the idea that we are anticipating the celebration 

of the day that Christ was born in Bethlehem. We also might be thinking that there are many 

things that have to be prepared: Christmas cards, decorations, the right tree, presents, and 

meals. We are called by our Advent readings to enter more deeply into the meaning of the 

Advent Season. 

Jesus tells John’s disciples that those who take no offense are blessed. How can someone take 

offense at Jesus, especially after he mentions all the good things that were happening during 

his ministry? This can happen when we forget the reason for the Advent Season. We all lead 

very busy lives and are torn in many directions. Each day we are called to recommit ourselves 

to being followers of Jesus. The Church realizes that life gets in the way of our faithful following 

of Jesus. That is why we have these four weeks of Advent each year that are set aside for us to 

hopefully provide a reminder of our need for a closer relationship with Jesus. We are called to 

anticipate with joy, and prepare our hearts and souls for, the wonderful gift that God 

continually gives to us, his own Son, Jesus. 

 


